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4,089 students

27.3% dual enrollment

32.1% first time freshmen

44.5% low income (Pell Grant recipients)

22.5% adults (25+)

43.7% part-time students

About Jackson State Community College

Main campus in Jackson 

Satellite campuses in Lexington,
Savannah, and Trenton

Ten county service area



Started as an idea for possible exploration 
from the embedded librarian in the course

She reached out to me because of my 
knowledge and interest in early New England 
graveyards and gravestone art

I provided eBooks and journal articles from 
the library and information from outside 
sources

In addition, I sent the professor photos from 
among my personal collection of gravestone 
photos taken over the years

The research assignment was built from 
there and fine-tuned to reflect additional 
resources before going live for the students



Sources from the library include two eBooks and several journal articles (items 2-10)

External sources include websites, Facebook groups, and information on my favorite family of 
gravestone carvers, the Mannings of Eastern Connecticut (active 1750s-1810)



20 photos from my personal collection – taken 
at historic graveyards in Boston, North Andover, 
and Salem, Massachusetts

Graveyards represented: Broad Street Cemetery 
and the Old Burying Point/Charter Street 
Cemetery (Salem), Granary Burying Ground and 
King’s Chapel Burying Ground (Boston), and Old 
North Parish Burying Ground (North Andover)



Assignment instructions for students encouraged use 
of my photos and/or those in outside collections 

The big questions: What does each stone mean? How do they represent the attitudes 
towards life, mortality, and theology reflected in literature of the time? 

Emphasis on reading gravestone images for analysis 
and examining them as literary and historical texts

https://farber.davidrumsey.com/luna/servlet


Benefits of the assignment:

Student outcomes for the project: 17 of 22 students earned a grade of C or higher on the assignment, 
one student earned a D. Overall assignment pass rate = 81.8% 

All materials are readily available in the LMS 
or via links to library resources and external 
sources

Project-based learning gives students the 
opportunity to apply their learning in Early 
American Literature to tangible examples of 
beliefs and cultural expressions

We can’t take the class to New England 
graveyards, but we can bring New England 
graveyards to them to study and explore

Increased opportunities for collaboration with English faculty, plus it adds to the good reputation of 
the librarians as being information professionals who can assist in creating engaging original 
assignments for students



Thank you for attending our panel discussion
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