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NOTES:

Things that you can pull out any time, anywhere, that require little preparation or staff engagement.

Programs don’t have to be time consuming or expensive
Passive programming is self-directed or lightly guided programming  - 
1. patrons can pursue on their own terms
2. Can be done on a come-and-go basis
3. Don’t require supervision from library staff
4. Useful, low-stakes entry points for new librarians
5. Demystifies the entire library space for customers
6. An easy way to get to know teens 
a. Start out using whiteboards and tip-jar polling at reference
b. Learn the interests of young patrons
7. Gets people to stay longer in the library, which means they are exposed to more opportunities

How do you gauge success?
1. First, don’t worry about it. Not on Public Library Survey
2. Count stickers given out
3. Count written answers on board
4. Count votes
5. Write a narrative - when a kid does a scavenger hunt in the library, they walk through new parts of the library. They have to interact with a staff member. Patrons discover new interests or collections.

Types of programs
1. Collaborative art projects
a. Coloring posters
b. Stick-together posters
c. Bookmark creation station
d. Paper flowers - tissue paper + pipe cleaners
e. Magnetic poetry 
2. Community collections/show and tell
a. Origami Community Zoo
b. Origami cranes (hang from ceiling)
c. Recipe library - host cook-off, pot luck, cooking class; connect with local grocery
3. I Spy Tank
a. Fish tanks
b. Large jars and containers
c. Windows
d. Bottles
4. Livecams and interactive displays
a. Sci Starter has wonderful projects to implement at the library
b. Fat bear month voting
c. Nest cams and vote to name hatchlings, 
d. Rubik’s cube station with stop watches, whiteboard for times
5. Photo booths
a. Theme for season
b. Upcoming program related
c. Cutouts
d. Encourage promotion of library programs on social media - don’t forget a hashtag
6. Mini contests
a. Special spot photo contests - patrons can do at home too
b. Literary pets photo contests - patrons can do at home too
c. Book-themed tissue box
d. Sticky-note waffle/local topic/book themed drawing contest
e. Word invention contest
f. Spooky story contest
g. Word of the Week Giant Dictionary Challenge
7. Play dates
a. You pick theme, date, time - just provide the place
b. Have special toys, books available
c. Provide ages & stages developmental information
d. Early literacy hints, ring booklets, how to sign up for kidcentral mailing list
e. Advertise at local childcare centers, Head Start, pediatrician offices
8. Polls
a. Whiteboards
b. This or That voting station
c. Post its on wall
d. Cotton balls dropped into transparent jars
e. Slips of paper into clear box
9. Readers’ advisory activities
a. Blind date with a book
b. Slips of paper for people to write a review, attach to the book
c. Have one book on display, encourage 
10. Scavenger hunts
a. In building
b. Out of building
c. Around town on social media
d. Themed hidden images
e. Book character hunts
f. Item scavenger hunts
g. Library tour hunt
h. Consider ages for audience, frequency, prizes (stickers, bookmarks, brag tag)
i. Create team based challenges that promote collaboration
11. Building materials - space for creation
a. Marble run mazes
b. Dominoes
c. Keva planks
d. Legos

CBCPL Passive Programming Documents 
Scavenger hunt files: 
May the 4th Star Wars characters 
May the 4th Star Wars playing cards - 16 Characters 
May the 4th Star Wars playing cards - 4 Characters 
 
	February Black History Month characters & playing cards - 3 Characters

Note: 
CBCPL Scavenger Hunt files available for the following themes: Pokemon, Bunnies, Indigenous Americans, Minecraft, Easter eggs, Insects, Halloween, Shamrocks, etc. 
CBCPL Craft-a-palooza Directional signs available for Fall and Christmas themes.

Craft-a-palooza Directional Signage 
Spring and Valentine themed crafts

Please contact Jennifer Kring for more information and additional file access.
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