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WHO ARE WE

o SARA BETH COFFMAN, MSIS
o DR.LYN HUNTER, PHD, MLIS
o XANLASKO, MSIS

™

WHERE ARE WE

TAKING YOU?
« LAW FOR LIBRARIANS BACKGROUND

o THE LAW, GENERALLY
o THELAW AND YOUR LIBRARY
o PUBLIC POLICY & ADVOCACY




DISCLAIMER

WE ARE NOT ATTORNEYS, AND ANY CONTENT
RELATED TO THE LAW IS INFORMATIONAL ONLY
AND SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS LEGAL
ADVICE.
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/ WHAT IS LAW FOR LIBRARIANS? \

o ALA PROGRAM THROUGH THE OIF (OFFICE OF INTELLEGTUAL FREEDOM)
o TRAIN THE TRAINER MODEL

o 2-YEAR COMMITMENT

» 1" COHORT TRAINED IN 2024

» 2" COHORT DEPLOYED IN 2026
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- THE LAW, GENERALLY I

SOURGES OF LAW:
o GONSTITUTION
o STATUTES OR CODES (LEGISLATIVE BRANCH)
o GONGRESS & STATE LEGISLATURES
o ADMINISTRATIVE LAW, EXECUTIVE ORDER (EXECUTIVE BRANCH)
o PRESIDENT/GOVERNORS & FEDERAL/STATE AGENCIES
o GASE LAW & JUDICIAL OPINIONS (JUDICIAL BRANCH)

o FEDERAL AND STATE COURTS
e Law for Librarians
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THE LAW, GENERALLY I

o PRINCIPLES OF U. S. LEGAL SYSTEM
o GOVERNMENT OF LIMITED AND ENUMERATED (SPECIFIC RIGHTS GRANTED TO A
GOVERNMENT) POWERS
o DIVISION OR SEPARATION OF POWER BETWEEN THE BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT
o FEDERALISM - DIVISION OR SEPARATION OF POWERS BETWEEN THE NATIONAL &
STATE GOVERNMENTS
o PRIMACY OF THE U. . CONSTITUTION
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COURT SYSTEMS OF THE UNITED STATES

FEDERAL COURT SYSTEM ~ @\ STATE COURT SYSTEMS

'UPREME COURT (Generic template)
OF THE UNITED STATES '

J i SCOTUS)
Lﬁ@ LenTe
y

U.S. SUPREME COURT | » | STATE SUPREME COURT | _*
Appellate Jurisdiction, Final Appellate Court in the State
limited original)

TENNESSEE IS | . ® T 1T @

IN THE SIXTH SR aeD | [* 1 S COURTS OF L STATE INTERMEDIATE

e.g.US. Courtof P APPEALS APPELLATE COURTS

CIRCU'T % | ng_}fﬁgﬂcﬂf | ‘ 13 Circuits | I | In many states
| ‘ APPEAL 1
i 'ﬂ SPECIAL

" spECIALIZED | | 4 ] JURISDICTION/
TRIAL COURTS D! U.S. ISTHICT COURTS _ 7 STATE TRIIA{L COURTS LOCAL COURTS

e.g., U.S. Bankruptcy 7 Trial Courts, 94 Districts General Jurisdiction; e.g., 1 e.g., Probate, Family,
Court, U.S. Tax Court - : .| Superior, Circuit, District Courts ‘ Juvenile, Municipal/
F | T 2 1'= i -E
= | L raffic Court |

_—“’

Note: Simplified structure; individual states and federal specialized courts vary,

GRAPHIC GENERATED WITH GEMINI




/" THELAW AND YOUR LIBRARY I
WHY DOES ALL THIS MATTER TO YOU?

o FUNDING STREAMS

o GITY/COUNTY TAX FUNDS

o LSTA GRANTS, ADMINISTERED BY THE STATE (2023-2027 PLAN)

o ISLA GRANTS (TOP, CONSTRUCTION, TECHNOLOGY)
o GOVERNANGE STRUCTURES

o SEGRETARY OF STATE, TAGL, LIBRARY BOARD, COUNCIL, COMMISSIONERS
o STATE & FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE ACTION OR EXECUTIVE ORDER

o Law for Librarians



https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/library-services-and-technology-act
https://sos-prod.tnsosgovfiles.com/s3fs-public/document/TN%20LSTA%20Plan%202023-2027.pdf?VersionId=5BhWVp1L6ureabpEvQJpx7KIXPLxFX93
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/services/grants-public-libraries

a MPORTANT STATE LAW I

o IN CODE TITLE 10: PUBLIC LIBRARIES, ARCHIVES AND RECORDS

o 10-1-301- TEL
o 10-2-103 - GERT

-ICATION BY STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

o 10-3 - ESTABLISHMENT OF LIBRARIES, FUNDING, BOARD GOVERNANGE
o 10-5, PART 2 - REGIONAL LIBRARY EMPLOYEES
10-8-102 - CONFIDENTIALITY OF PATRON RECORDS

. HBZ449/SBZ319
> BILL TO AMEND TITLE 10 TO REQUIRE MATERIALS RECONSIDERATION POLICY

» HB1448/5B1466 - RECALL OF ELECTED OFFICIALS

o Law for Librarians



https://codes.findlaw.com/tn/title-10-public-libraries-archives-and-records/
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IMPORTANT FEDERAL DESIGNATIONS
AND FUNDING CONCERNS

o FOURTH AMENDMENT PROTECTIONS & PRIVACY
o IMLS
o E-RATE

.o Law for Librarians i




/ SUPREME COURT (& OTHER) PRECEDENTS \

ACCESS AND PUBLIC FORUM DESIGNATIONS
KREIMER V BUREAU ARMSTRONG V DC NEINAST V BOARD OF CONCERNED WOMEN
OF POLICE (1992) PUBLIC LIBRARY TRUSTEES (2003) x FOR AMERICA V
(2001) LAFAYETTE CO. (1983)
» WESTON T ALBLD . PATRONEIECTEDDUETD  ~ o RONEESTEVERNIT - coup sugn THe puBL
IBRARY'S AUTHORITYTO WEARING SHOES
OBJECTIONABLE , . IBRARY FOR REFUSING
RESTRICT USE OF ITS ,, » COURT HELD THIS POLICY
: APPEARANCE H PRAYER GROUP AGCESS
ACILITIES T0 BE CONSTITUTIONAL -
» COURT HELD THIS POLICY _ T0 THE AUDITORIUM
» UPHOLDS BASIC « CITING HEALTH AND I
EGULATIONS REGARDING. - O HVTENAL = vy proecions » Ot AT FIUNOTT
' DUE TO ITS BEING VAGUE UNCONSTITUTIONAL

J)ISTURBANGES
) _ THESE CASES DID NOT ADVANGE
LanOT Librarians > BEYOND THE CIRCUIT COURT




/ SUPREME COURT (& OTHER) PRECEDENTS \

CENSORSHIP
MARTIN V. FAYETTEVILLE PUBLIC ~ LITTLEV. LLANO CO.
STRUTHERS (1943) MILLER V. CA (1973) LIBRARY V. CRAWFORD (2028) 3k
C0. (2023). N
» ESTABLISHED SCOPEOF, FTABIISHED 3-PART ~ « CHALLENGED » PATRONS CHALLENGED
FREEDOM OF SPEECH, OBSCENITY TEST CONSTITUTIONALITY OF CONSTITUTIONALITY OF
INCLUDING “THE RIGHT o TAKENASAWHOLE 2023 ARKANSASACT 372 PUBLICLIBRARY BOARD
TODISTRIBUTE o PATENTLY OFFENSIVE  CRIMINAL PENALTIESFOR ~ ACTIONTO REMOVE BOOKS
LITERATURE” AND “THE - LACKS VALUE THOSE MAKING OBSCENE~» 5™ CIRCUIT APPEAL
RIGHT TO RECEIVE IT.” MATERIALS AVAILABLE o SUPREME COURT REFUSAL

 8TH CIRCUIT APPEAL % THESE CASES HAVE NOT
. . ADVANGED BEYOND THE CIRCUIT
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https://www.acluarkansas.org/cases/fayetteville-public-library-v-crawford-county/
https://www.acluarkansas.org/cases/fayetteville-public-library-v-crawford-county/
https://www.acluarkansas.org/cases/fayetteville-public-library-v-crawford-county/
https://www.acluarkansas.org/cases/fayetteville-public-library-v-crawford-county/
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INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM & GENSORSHIP

o FROM FEDERAL ACTION

o FROM THE STATE OR LOCAL GOVERNMENT
e FROM A COMMUNITY MEMBER

o FROM A PATRON
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INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM & GENSORSHIP

o NEW REPORTING FORM THROUGH TNLA'S INTELLECTUAL
FREEDOM AND LEGISLATION COMMITTEES
o ALA REPORTING AND SUPPORT MEGHANISMS
o CONSULTING SERVICES -NOT ONLY FOR ALA MEMBERS!
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https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport

/ ADVOCACY & PUBLIC POLICY \

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP PRESERVE AND PROTECT LIBRARIES?

« WORK WITH YOUR FRIENDS GROUPS
» ENCOURAGE PUBLIC PARTICIPATION IN BOARD MEETINGS THROUGH SOCIAL MEDIA AND OTHER FORUMS

o EDUCATE THE PUBLIC AS TO HOW THE BOARD MEMBERS ARE CHOSEN - MOST HAVE NO IDEA

o INVITE YOUR STATE LEGISLATORS TO YOUR LIBRARY

o |F YOU ARE AWARE OF FIRST AMENDMENT INFRINGEMENT, REPORT IT. THIS CAN BE DONE
ANONYMOUSLY. VIOLATORS DEPEND ON SILENCE!
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/ WHAT TO DO IF YOUR LIBRARY IS THREATENED? \

DOES YOUR LIBRARY NEED A LAWYER? DO YOU NEED A LAWYER?

o LAWYERS FOR LIBRARIANS PROGRAM

o REACHOUT TO ALA'S OFFICE OF
INTELLECTUAL FREEDOM

o THE LERQY C. MERRITT HUMANITARIAN FUND

 REMEMBER - YOU ARE NOT ALONE!!
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https://lawyersforlibraries.org/
https://lawyersforlibraries.org/
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/affiliates/relatedgroups/merrittfund/merritthumanitarian

/ OTHER HELPFUL RESOURCES \

o BOOK RESUMES

o STATE LAW FOR PUBLIC LIBRARIES

o MTSU FREE SPEECH GENTER - A PLETHORA OF INFORMATION!
o CONSTITUTION CENTER FREE SPEECH INTERPRETATION

o CENSORSHIP CASES BOT ON BLUESKY
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https://bookresumes.uniteagainstbookbans.org/
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/title-10/
https://firstamendment.mtsu.edu/
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-i/interpretations/266
https://bsky.app/profile/censorship.bots.law

/ QUESTIONS? \

AND OUR CONTAGT INFORMATION

e Sara Beth - LibrarianSaraBeth@proton.me

e Lyn - lynreadsfreely@gmail.com

e Xan - xanreadsfreely@gmail.com

@ Law for Librarians




/ THANK YU N

WE APPRECIATE YOUR FEEDBACK

HTTPS://BIT.LY/LALTRAININGEVALUATION



https://bit.ly/L4LTrainingEvaluation

	What every librarian should know about the law
	Who are we
	Where are we taking you?
	Disclaimer
	what is law for librarians?
	The law, generally
	Sources of law:

	The law, generally
	Tennessee Is In the sixth circuit
	Note: scotus can review cases on appeal concerning federal or constitutional law but generally only a fraction are chosen.

	The law and your library
	why does all this matter to you?

	Important State law
	TN Code Title 10: Public Libraries, Archives and Records
	HB2449/SB2319
	HB1448/SB1466 - recall of elected officials

	important federal designations and funding concerns
	Supreme Court (& Other)  precedents
	access and public forum designations
	Neinast v Board of Trustees (2003)
	Kreimer v Bureau of Police (1992)
	Armstrong v DC Public Library (2001)
	Question of Public Library’s authority to restrict use of its facilities
	upholds basic regulations regarding disturbances
	Patron ejected for not wearing shoes
	court held this policy to be constitutional
	citing health and safety protections
	patron ejected due to “objectionable appearance”
	Court held this policy to be unconstitutional due to its being vague

	concerned women for America v lafayette co. (1989)
	Group sued the public library for refusing prayer group access to the auditorium
	5th Circuit found it unconstitutional



	Supreme court (& other) precedents
	censorship
	Martin V. Struthers (1943)
	Miller V. CA (1973)
	Fayetteville Public Library v. Crawford Co. (2023)
	Little v. Llano Co. (2025)
	established scope of freedom of speech, including “the right to distribute literature” and “the right to receive it.”
	patrons challenged constitutionality of public Library board action to remove books
	5th Circuit appeal
	Supreme court refusal
	established 3-part obscenity test
	taken as a whole
	patently offensive
	lacks value
	Challenged constitutionality of 2023 Arkansas act 372
	criminal penalties for those making obscene materials available
	8th circuit appeal



	Intellectual Freedom & censorship
	Intellectual Freedom & censorship
	Advocacy & Public Policy
	what to do if your library is threatened?
	lawyers for librarians program
	reach out to ala’s office of Intellectual freedom
	the leroy c. merritt humanitarian fund
	remember - you are not alone!!!!

	Other helpful resources
	Questions?
	And our contact information

	Thank You!
	https://bit.ly/L4LTrainingEvaluation


