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The law, generally

THe Law and Your library

public policy & Advocacy

Where are we

taking you?



Disclaimer

we are not attorneys, and any content

related to the law Is Informational only

and should not be construed as legal

advice.



what is law for librarians?
Ala program through the OIF (Office of intellectual freedom) 

train the trainer model

2-year commitment

1  cohort trained in 2024st

2  cohort deployed in 2026nd



The law, generally
Sources of law:  

Constitution

Statutes or codes (legislative branch) 

congress & state Legislatures 

Administrative Law, executive order (executive branch) 

president/governors & federal/state agencies

case law & Judicial opinions (judicial branch)

federal and state courts



The law, generally
Principles of U. S. Legal System

Government of limited and enumerated  (specific rights granted to a

government) powers

division or separation of power between the branches of government

federalism - division or separation of powers between the national &

state governments

primacy of the u. S. Constitution



Note: scotus can review cases on appeal concerning federal or constitutional law but

generally only a fraction are chosen.

Graphic generated with Gemini

Tennessee Is

In the sixth

circuit 



The law and your library

funding streams

city/county tax funds

LSTA Grants, administered by the State (2023-2027 plan)

TSLA Grants (TOP, Construction, Technology)

governance structures

Secretary of State, TACL, library Board, council, commissioners

state & Federal legislative action or executive order

why does all this matter to you?

https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/guides/library-services-and-technology-act
https://sos-prod.tnsosgovfiles.com/s3fs-public/document/TN%20LSTA%20Plan%202023-2027.pdf?VersionId=5BhWVp1L6ureabpEvQJpx7KIXPLxFX93
https://sos.tn.gov/tsla/services/grants-public-libraries


Important State law
TN Code Title 10: Public Libraries, Archives and Records

10-1-301 - TEL

10-2-103 - certification by state Board of education

10-3 - Establishment of libraries, funding, board governance

10-5, part 2 - regional library employees

10-8-102 - confidentiality of Patron Records

HB2449/SB2319
Bill to amend Title 10 to require materials reconsideration policy

HB1448/SB1466 - recall of elected officials  

https://codes.findlaw.com/tn/title-10-public-libraries-archives-and-records/


important federal designations

and funding concerns

fourth amendment protections & Privacy

IMLS

E-Rate



Supreme Court (& Other)  precedents

Question of Public

Library’s authority to

restrict use of its

facilities

upholds basic

regulations regarding

disturbances

Kreimer v Bureau

of Police (1992) 

Armstrong v DC

Public Library

(2001)

Neinast v Board of

Trustees (2003)

patron ejected due to

“objectionable

appearance”

Court held this policy

to be unconstitutional

due to its being vague

Patron ejected for not

wearing shoes

court held this policy

to be constitutional

citing health and

safety protections

Group sued the public

library for refusing

prayer group access

to the auditorium

5th Circuit found it

unconstitutional

access and public forum designations

concerned women

for America v

lafayette co. (1989)

These cases did not advance

beyond the circuit Court



Fayetteville Public

Library v. Crawford

Co. (2023) 

Supreme court (& other) precedents

established scope of

freedom of speech,

including “the right

to distribute

literature” and “the

right to receive it.”

Martin V.

Struthers (1943) Miller V. CA (1973)
Little v. Llano Co.

(2025)

established 3-part

obscenity test

taken as a whole

patently offensive

lacks value

Challenged

constitutionality of

2023 Arkansas act 372

criminal penalties for

those making obscene

materials available

8th circuit appeal

patrons challenged

constitutionality of

public Library board

action to remove books

5  Circuit appealth

Supreme court refusal

censorship

These cases have not

advanced beyond the circuit

Court

https://www.acluarkansas.org/cases/fayetteville-public-library-v-crawford-county/
https://www.acluarkansas.org/cases/fayetteville-public-library-v-crawford-county/
https://www.acluarkansas.org/cases/fayetteville-public-library-v-crawford-county/
https://www.acluarkansas.org/cases/fayetteville-public-library-v-crawford-county/


Intellectual Freedom & censorship
from federal action

From the state or local government

from a community member

from a patron



Intellectual Freedom & censorship
new reporting form through TNLA’s Intellectual

Freedom and Legislation committees

ALA reporting and support mechanisms

consulting services -not only for ala members! 

https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport


Advocacy & Public Policy

work with your friends groups

encourage public participation In board meetings through social media and other forums

educate the public as to how the board members are chosen - most have no Idea

invite your state legislators to your library

if you are aware of first amendment Infringement, report It. this can be done

anonymously. violators depend on silence!

What can you do to help preserve and protect libraries?



what to do if your library is threatened? 

lawyers for librarians program 

reach out to ala’s office of

Intellectual freedom

the leroy c. merritt humanitarian fund

remember - you are not alone!!!!

does your library need a lawyer? do you need a lawyer?

https://lawyersforlibraries.org/
https://lawyersforlibraries.org/
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport
https://www.ala.org/tools/challengesupport
https://www.ala.org/aboutala/affiliates/relatedgroups/merrittfund/merritthumanitarian


Other helpful resources

Book resumes 

state law for public libraries

mtsu free speech center - a plethora of Information!

constitution center free speech Interpretation

Censorship Cases Bot on Bluesky

https://bookresumes.uniteagainstbookbans.org/
https://law.justia.com/codes/tennessee/title-10/
https://firstamendment.mtsu.edu/
https://constitutioncenter.org/the-constitution/amendments/amendment-i/interpretations/266
https://bsky.app/profile/censorship.bots.law


Questions?

Sara Beth - LibrarianSaraBeth@proton.me

Lyn - lynreadsfreely@gmail.com

Xan - xanreadsfreely@gmail.com

And our contact information



Thank You!
We appreciate your feedback

https://bit.ly/L4LTrainingEvaluation

https://bit.ly/L4LTrainingEvaluation
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