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About Me

• 20+ years as an educator
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• District and State Literacy Coordinator
• State Director of Teaching and Learning
• Educational Consultant
• 55 countries



Opening Task 

How do you 
scaffold below 

grade level readers 
in grade level text? 



Learning Intentions and Success Criteria 
• I will commit to increasing 

student opportunities in and 
access to grade level text to 
accelerate reading progress.
• I can identify at least one new 

scaffolding strategy to add to 
my teacher/coach/leader 
toolkit. 

• Participants will discuss how 
reading research suggests that 
we can accelerate reading 
progress through challenging 
text.
• Participants will learn several 

scaffolding strategies for 
supporting students in 
challenging text. 



What the Research Says

Trained to match kids to text

Yet, reading growth accelerated when 
scaffolded in more challenging text 

We can mediate frustrational level text 
through SCAFFOLDING Source: Foorman et. al, 2016



What is “Grade Level Text”? 

● Curricular Materials 
○ ELA, including 

decodable texts
○ Science
○ Social Studies 



Why Grade Level Text Matters
● Exposure to grade level 
○ Vocabulary
○ Concepts
○ Sentence Structure
○ Knowledge 



“Leveled texts lead to leveled lives.”
-Alfred Tatum (found in Souza, 2022)



Scaffolding Strategies 
Ways to mediate text difficulty 



25 Scaffolding 
Strategies 



Before Reading 
• Establish a purpose for reading
• Build background knowledge
• Frontload vocabulary



Building Background Knowledge 

• Use multimedia or visuals
• Frontload key vocabulary or concepts
• Start with simpler texts
• Compare (and contrast) to already known ideas

Read texts and use media to determine the patters in behavior of 
parents and offspring that help offspring survive. 



Frontloading Using An Explicit 
Vocabulary Routine 



During Reading 
• Engaging in active reading 
• Using graphic organizers
• Using paragraph shrinking 



Active Reading 
Is…
• 50% or more of the class 

reading at one time
• Using strategies like echo, 

choral, cloze, whisper, partner, 
duet 
• Engaging students in 

discussion about text and 
notetaking/annotations

Is not..
• One student reading at a time
• Popcorn reading
• Round robin reading
• Primary reliance on teacher, 

peers, or audio 



Active Reading Strategies 



Using 
Graphic 
Organizers 



Using 
Graphic 
Organizers 



Using 
Graphic 
Organizers 



Using Paragraph Shrinking 



After Reading 
• Summarization
• WINDOW Method
• Somebody Wanted But So Then



WINDOW Method
• Write a topic sentence
• Identify important information
• Number the pieces of 

identified information
• Develop sentences
• Organize sentences using 

transition words
• Write an ending sentence

Source: Saddler et. al., 2019



Narrative 
Structure: 
Somebody Wanted 
But So Then



A new scaffolding strategy I plan to 
use is...



Learning Intentions and Success Criteria 
• I will commit to increasing 

student opportunities in and 
access to grade level text to 
accelerate reading progress.
• I can identify at least one new 

scaffolding strategy to add to 
my teacher/coach/leader 
toolkit. 

• Participants will discuss how 
reading research suggests that 
we can accelerate reading 
progress through challenging 
text.
• Participants will learn several 

scaffolding strategies for 
supporting students in 
challenging text. 
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Thank you!


